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on the only path that led to it. On the other sides
there were sheer precipices. When the news came
to Bogota, a hundred Spaniards were sent against
the fugitives. Great stones were hurled down
upon them from above. But the Spaniards
were well led. Advancing in single file, with huge
wooden shields, they succeeded in reaching a
sort of shelf above the position of the Chibchas.
Amongst them were arquebusiers; for, though the
original supply of powder had run out, saltpetre
and other ingredients had been found near Tun] a,
and a fresh supply had been manufactured. A
fire was opened on the women and children, and
under its cover the rest of the Spaniards dashed
down among them, to slaughter without mercy.
The despairing Indians succeeded in hurling some
of the Spaniards over the tremendous precipice.
One young captain, who had come with Federman,
named Olalla, was so treated. He would have been
dashed to pieces if his fall had not been broken
by trees and underwood. He escaped by a miracle,
with only a broken leg and his face cut by his own
sword. The place was known as * The leap of
Olalla/ Indescribable horrors followed. There was
a hideous massacre, and many threw themselves
over the precipice to escape the Spanish knives.